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Welcome to The LEGs Connection! In an effort to achieve collaboration between LEGS, The LEG’s Connection features extracts 

of various LEG updates, NOAMA updates, upcoming events, and include LEG Leads contact information. 

NOAMA 

        
Sault Ste Marie Academic Medical Association 

 
NOAMA Board of Directors and Administration Contact Information 

Sault Ste Marie Academic Medical Association (SSMAMA) established in 2012 has grown to 110 members. The Board has 
developed programs and budgets for faculty development, leadership training, learner teaching, and scholarly activity. 
 
To date SSMAMA has funded over $350,000 in local research projects.  Our members have also been selected for four 
different NOAMA $50,000 clinical innovation projects. Over the last two years, due to the increased interest in research 
opportunities, the Board has been focusing efforts and funds to develop a local research office.  SSMAMA partnered 
with Algoma University to create a collaboration agreement to hire and provide office space for a SSMAMA Research 
Director.  Six months ago, SSMAMA was able to hire a Research Director who has been tasked with developing a 
strategic plan for physician research in Sault Ste. Marie, building partnerships and data sharing agreements with all 
healthcare organizations, assisting in existing research projects, hiring research assistants, reviewing and enhancing our 
research guidelines and application process, and promoting and educating research opportunities for novice 
researchers.  Our membership has been excited to have a “go to” for all things research and to develop a strategy to 
provide physicians in Northern Ontario the support, both financial and administrative, to make research a priority. 
 
Our LEG is also very active with faculty development.  SSMAMA funds the annual Sault Conference in September.  This 
conference is in its 8th year and organized by a core group of ED physicians.  It has been very successful learning 
opportunity for Sault and area physicians and NOSM learners.  Leadership development has been another focus with a 
program developed to assist physicians in covering costs to attend leadership conferences.  The LEG is also funding a 
local Physician Leadership Institute course in house in November 2017. 
 
SSMAMA membership continues to focus on teaching medical learners.  Medical trainee days have doubled in Sault Ste. 
Marie in the last 10 years.  SSMAMA organizes many faculty sessions that focus on program development, teaching 
strategies, learner opportunities, and updates to curriculum.   
 
Please follow our website and blog at www.ssmama.ca to find out additional information and stay updated on 
opportunities for our membership. 

 

NOAMA has transitioned from an organization supporting clinical teaching 

enhancements to an organization responsible for the expansion of an academic 

culture among the physicians in Northern Ontario.  We look forward to continually 

supporting the membership, as we work with our partner organizations in 

significantly impacting health care in Northern Ontario.   

Dr. Tim Redmond, NOAMA Board Co-Chair timothyredmond@hotmail.com  

Dr. David Marsh, NOAMA Board Co-Chair david.marsh@nosm.ca  

Mark Facca, Executive Director mfacca@noama.ca (807) 766-7470 

Michelle Labate, LEG Program Coordinator mlabate@noama.ca (807) 766-7305 

Sue Stimpson, Administrative Assistant sstimpson@noama.ca (807) 766-7357 

Mitzi Vecchio, Financial/Administrative Clerk mvecchio@noama.ca (807) 766-7313 
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LEG Name LEG Lead LEG Administrator 
City of Lakes LEG Dr. Katherine Richardson Ms. Catherine Charbonneau 

Dryden Medical Education Group Dr. Adam Moir Ms. Wendy Allan 

Elliot Lake LEG Dr. Frank Chi   
Family Medicine LEG - Sudbury Dr. Sophie Gervais Ms. Sonya Richard 

Fort William Family Health Organization LEG Dr. Moira Mangatal  Ms. Shannon Frizzell 

HSN Obstetrics and Gynaecology Clinical Teaching Group  Dr. Roxanna Righi Mr. Ossie Wilson 

HSN Sudbury General Surgical Clinical Teaching Group Dr. Richard Benedict   
Hearst Family Health Organization LEG Dr. Rene Lafleche Ms. Marylene Tremblay-Comeau 

Huntsville Physicians LEG Dr. David McLinden Ms. Sue Featherston 

Kapuskasing Sensenbrenner Hospital Medical Staff LEG Dr. Chris Meilleur 
Dr. Julie Boucher 

Ms. Nicole Hachez  

Lake of the Woods Health Sciences Campus LEG Dr. Brad Kyle 
Dr. Rhonda Diamond 

Dr. Steph Foidart 
Dr. Dave Kyle 

Lakehead Obstetrics and Gynaecology LEG Dr. Frank Potestio Ms. Laura Kydd 

Manitoulin Island Clinical Teachers Association LEG Dr. Shelagh McRae Ms. Keely King 

Marathon Family Health Team LEG Dr. Eliseo Orrantia Ms. Joanne Berube 
Ms. Jackie Rogers 

North Bay Paediatric LEG Dr. Kate Nicholson Ms. Kelly Enair 

North Bay Physicians LEG Dr. Christopher Cathers Ms. Ashley Foreman 

Northern Ontario Palliative Care LEG Dr. Kevin Miller   
Northern Orthopaedics (N.ORTH) LEG Dr. Kevan Saidi Ms. Lianne Anselmo 

Parry Sound LEG Dr. Wil Smith 
Dr. David Clarke 

Ms. Angela Draycott 

Red Lake LEG Dr. Peter Orth   
Sault Ste Marie Academic Medical Association LEG Dr. Ed Hirvi Mrs. Carrie Stewart 

Sioux Lookout LEG Dr. Sharen Madden Ms. Linda McNaughton 
Ms. Michelle Hrynchuk 

South Muskoka LEG Dr. Ken Hotson Ms. Sue Featherston 

South Temiskaming LEG Dr. Stacy Desilets Ms. Amber Sayer  
Sudbury Anaesthesia LEG Dr. Brent Kennedy Ms. Christina Tremblay 

Sudbury Critical Care LEG Dr. Matt Cavanagh Dr. Fabio Luison  
Ms. Denise Adams  

Sudbury Emergency Associates LEG Dr. Melanie Squarzolo Dr. Virginie Marchadier 

Sudbury Hospitalist LEG Dr. Deborah Smith Ms. Sara Cover 

Sudbury Paediatric LEG  Dr. Gautam Kumar   
Sudbury Pathology LEG Dr. Denis Bonin   
Sudbury Psychiatry LEG Dr. Elendu Okoronkwo Ms. Eliisa Makela 

Thunder Bay Anaesthesia LEG Dr. Jennifer Whittingham   
Thunder Bay Critical Care LEG Dr. Will Anderson   

Thunder Bay Emergency Physicians Dr. Jonathan Smith Ms. Debbie Reed 

Thunder Bay General Surgery LEG Dr. William Harris   
Thunder Bay Head and Neck Physicians LEG Dr. Sanjoy Gupta 

Dr. Hassan Hassan 
  

Thunder Bay Internal Medicine LEG Dr. Trevor Bon   
Thunder Bay Orthopaedic Division LEG Dr. David Puskas Ms. Laura Kydd 

Thunder Bay Paediatric Teaching Faculty LEG Dr. Raga Sirror Ms. Laura Kydd 

Thunder Bay Psychiatry LEG Dr. Jack Haggarty Ms. Mary-Anne Penney 

Thunder Bay Regional Cancer Centre LEG Dr. Margaret Anthes   
Timiskaming-Cochrane LEG Dr. Stephen Chiang 

Dr. Emmanuel Abara 
  

Timmins Educators and Mentors (TEAM) Physicians LEG Dr. Rick Kvas Ms. Julie Godin 

Wawa LEG Dr. Mike Cotterill Ms. Stephanie Stamler  
West Nipissing LEG Dr. Klère Bourgault Ms. Laura Jean 
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